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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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1 )G3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 July 2006 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Endo et al. (5640178) in view of Inukai (2001/0015720). 

Endo discloses a portable computer such as the lap-top type comprising a 
pointing device for moving a cursor displayed on the display, the pointing device being 
arranged in a keyboard (col. 1, lines 60-63); wherein the pointing device includes a 
sensor substrate (51 , Figs. 13-14) having first (upper) and second (lower) surfaces; a 
stick member including a base part (57b, Fig. 13) mounted to the first surface of the 
sensor substrate; and a plurality of strain sensors provided on the second surface of the 
sensor substrate (col. 9, lines 40-45) for detecting an operating state of the stick 
member, the strain sensors being provided on the sensor substrate at positions where a 
part of each strain sensor overlaps with a lower surface of the base part of the stick 
member (see Figs. 15-16). The lap-top computer inherently comprises a main unit on 
which the keyboard is mounted, and the display which is connected with an edge of the 
main unit so that the display is opened/closed with respect to the main unit. 
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Endo does not explicitly disclose the base part being adhered to the first surface 
of the sensor substrate. However Endo, in a different embodiment, discloses mounting 
a sensor substrate to a base by screws, locking means, or adhering means (col. 4, line 
62 to col. 5, lines 3). Thus, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art to 
use the adhering means to mount the base part (57b) to the first surface of the sensor 
substrate so that the mounting holes (58a, Fig. 13) can eliminated. 

Endo fails to disclose trimmable chip resistors disposed on the sensor substrate. 

Inukai, in the same input field, discloses a pointing device comprising a plurality 
of trimmable chip resistors [0042] disposed on a sensor substrate (see Fig. 1), each 
trimmable chip resistor being connected in series with each strain sensor (Fig. 5). 

In light of Inukai, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
use Inukai's trimmable chip resistors as the resistors in Endo's processing circuit 
because a highly accurately adjusted low resistance value can be obtained from the 
trimmable chip resistors. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis-Doon Chow whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7767. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sumati Lefkowitz can be reached on 571-272-3638. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^ „ /? 



Dennis-Doon Chow 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2629 




D. Chow 
March 30, 2006 



